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the Gallant Yorkshire Boys,;
Heroism of the Grenadiers at:

Belmont; Treachery of the:
Boers; the Death of Cor-1
respondent Knight,

Letters from the Beleaguereds
and the Prisoners; the Main
Want of the Latter Seems
to Be Cigarettes,

LONDON, Dec. 22 (Correspondence).
.Mails from South Africa are

bringing the first details of the
fighting. War correspondents, unable
by reason of the censorship to send desciiptivematter by cable, are thrown
back upon the slow mails. But though
their accounts of battle and adventure
are many weeks old, they make up for
tardiness by picturesque description.

Jt has been a heart-breaking war

from the correspondents' point of view.
With only two cables to England, one
of these not working more than half
the time, the British Government using
"f h n ntVir-»T* nlmnct pnnct a nl xxritVt con

sors at the front, at Cape Town, at
Aden and presumably here in London,
only the most meagre dispatches can
come through. Hence the correspondentssend only bulletins of battles and
use the post for their real stories.
The following are excerpts from the

latest letters from the front. Bennet
Burleigh, correspondent of the Daily
Telegraph with General Buller's army,
sends extracts from the diary of a relativeof the dead Boer General, Koch:

Kock's Interesting: Diary.
"Left with General Kock and Judge Kock

for Standerton. Learned that two women
refugees died en route.
"Oct. 5, Sandspruit.Bood is very scarce,

water had, nearly undrinkable, -with the resultthat several men are suffering from
diarrhoea. At Bodas Drift he (General
Kock) received a communication from the
Free State Commandants Prlnslow and De
A'illers to place himself in communication
with them to act in view of coming events.
Commandant Viljoen took our reply ('All
right') to them at Tanges Hill.
"Oct. 7..Communications were establishedon a permanent basis between the

arm!PS.TPrr>f» Stoto onrl TVov»euool

"Oct. 8 (Sunday)..Passed calmly. Went
to church. Martin preached Luke xv., 24,
and Deut. xxxiii., 27. Told the burghers
Ihey were going to insure the independenceof their country. Rumored that
the English Ministers have resigned owing
to the cabal. Reported that the Queen refusedto sign the declaration of war. This
Is dissatisfying to the burghers, because
most of them had pictured to themselves
that the English Tommy Atkins would be
beaten on his back (flogged), for which we
had longed, as well as to be greeted by
the ladies in Durban.
"Oct. 10.Took Bothas Pass into our

hands.
"Oct. 12..Sent 600 men into Natal; also

occupied Quagga's Nek."
Rlllonntr i
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Mr. Burleigh illustrates the difficulties of
getting news in this paragraph:

' At Estcourt I employed native ruuners,
Kaffirs, and even tire balloons to try and
get into communication with Ladysmith.
Day by day the difficulties of penetrating
the Boer lines increased, the enemy, learningof 'the English post,' placing a cordon
of mounted men, extending from Lombard's
Kop. round the south of town, to near
Walker's Hook. One or two "boys' have
succeeded in getting out by watching the.
position of the Boer pickets before breakingthrough at night.
"Owing to the weather and Ladysmith

lying so low, heliographic signalling has
so far proved a total failure. The messagesexchanged have been with Boer heliographers,and but to-day, after interchangingcamp compliments, our fellows
bade the euemy 'Go bang!' which is bowdlerisedTommy Atkinosc. I made several
trips to Coleuso in what we all call 'that

'trap,' the armored train, in order to
facilitate the dispatch and receipt of a

Ladysndth post. Natal, hilly and mountainous,is the least suitable of countries
for armored trains." 30

Armored Death Traps.
Speaking of armored trains, this is Mr.

Burleigh's description of one:
"Those we have are poorly extemporized

affairs, though the host, perhaps, that
could be done in a hurry. Imagine a few
tin boiler plates placetkrouud the engine,
and flat bogle trucks boxed round seven
feet high with similar sheets of ii'on or

steel, and roughly loop-holed.the whole,
painted khaki.and you have the armored
train.
"There being no doorways to get inside one

of those oblong iron boxes, which are quite
uncovered at the top, you have to clamber
up as best you can, gripping the loopholes
and exterior fastenings. Egress has to be
made In the same manner. They were all
right against rifle fire, except when in a cuttingor passing under a hill, when an enemymight (have you at his mercy by firing
down into the open-topped trucks. It is a

well-known lesson, also, that an armored
train, except In an absolutely flat country.
Is imsuited for scouting or attack, unless
backed and flanked by a friendly force of
<*valry and guns. Our armored trains hero
are unprovided with Maxims or cannon."

Fight at Beacon Hill.
The Westminster Gazette publishes the

following description of the battle of Bea
con Hill, near Willow Grange, Natal, on
November 23, from the pen of Captain
i ampoeu:
"Early on the morning of the 22d GeneralHildyard went out with the mounted

Infantry to locate the enemy, whom he
found on some hills five miles southward,
near Willow Grange. The camp was oid-:
ered to prepare for three days in the field:
h short artillery duel took place in the|
evening. Next day the Infantry marched

<* Ul the. afternoon and took up their
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places on the hills, where they passed the *

mltrht. without ereat coats, in drenching
'

rain and awful thunder and lightning.
Hailstones as large as gooseberries fell,
and the wind sent them stinging into the
men's faces, and before dawn they were

worn out, cold, and drenched.
" 'Ready for the attack,' led by Colonel

Kitchener, the West Yorkshire and the
East Surrey advanced for a mile or two
and attacked a steep kopje ('Cm bou
wane,' or red hill) which was held by the
Boers, in what force they knew not. Still
quite dark, the darkest time just before
dawn, they mounted the steep ascent with
orders not to fire. Half way up they heard
a challenge, 'Who comes there?' and then a

volley downward from the Boers.

Gave Them Cold Steel.
"The' gallant Yorkshire replied with

ringing cheer and charged up with bayonets
fixed, driving the enemy away from the
plateau they were holding. When daylightcame the rest of the infantry advancedfrom the heights, and a general attackdeveloped. We soon found that the
Boers were in force, armed with a big
gun (which seut its somewhat useless shells
a far greater range even than our naval t
guns) and a Nordenfeldt, which kept up its ^
horrid barking, thud, thud, five times re- ^
peated, and again after a pause thud, thud, -(
thud, This to my mind and to that of
many others was the most gruesome and ^
disconcerting ®ouiid on the battlefield. ^
By 8 a. m. the infantry were thoroughly ^

exhausted, though npt more than seyen ^
miles from camp. Our naval gun, placed ^
on the top of a high, inaccessible hill,
tried to silence the enemy's big gun, but
eould not reach it, while the Boer gun
sent a shell over the whole kopje on which
the bluejackets were at work, and so the
position gained at so njuch cost was given
back. The infantry were ordered to retire,
and mounted infantry sent to the front to
cover the retirement and then sent home.
During this last movement the Imperial

Light Horse found some fifteen wounded
men, who had been left on the hill, and 11

while holding the Boers they carried the ,l

wounded down to the ambulance in blan- J
kets, which the Boers had left behind,
showing great bravery. One trooper, Firz-t *

Patrick, brother of the secretary to the Be-!''
i form Committee, was killed within a few j} yards of the ambulance as he was carryjing in a wounded' man. Many extraordl- 'jnary escapes took place during the day. ^The Sixtieth Rifles, mounted company, un-
der a storm of bullets and shell, mounted
their horses and retired without the loss
of a single man.

News in a Bamboo I;
Captain Campbell describes the difficulty 1

of getting letters through. He says: "My j s
last batch of news went inside a hollow v
bamboo stick, but the bearer has returned jcwith a bullet hole in his hat." 1 d
The battle at Belmont, on November 21!, !

is thus described by the Daily Telegraph's b
correspondent with Lord Methuen's force: a
"As soon as day broke the enemy opened j

a heavy tire all along the line on our men, J
fully exposed in the open. There was some t
flnln,. «-*

.,1 tut niuucij CUUIIUJ 1UIO UCllOU, J)luoi at first the Boers had it all ttoeliij own p
-'ay. Their Are, heavy though it was, had >

110 material effect on our men. s
"It is ofteu said that British infantry are I'

not now what they used to be.the finest in
Ithe world.but if their detractors could ii

have seen the storming of the Belmont 1
kopjes they would be difficult indeed to' v

please ;if they were not loud in their c

praises. Personally, from what I saw.and 0

I saw every foot of the advance.I never 1

expect to see a more splendid example of
courage in absolute obedience to orders "

than I witnessed on the part of the who'e
Iline, but particularly of tbe Grenadiers.

Grenadiers Scale Rocks. u
"It is difficult to praise individually; d

when every one was so good, but a special!
.tribute is due to this magnificent battalion. o
In the darkness they had deviated slightly |c
from the course they were meant to pursue, w
with the result that thov fmnnl ..

face ta face, Instead of on the flank of an ft
almost perpendicular side of rocky boulders. 1
with the finest marksmen in the world oc-1 H

cupyiug it. iK
"They had to advance some 300 yards, t'

across tlie open before gaining the base of
the kopje. For one brief moment the deadIly fire checked them, but. with a show of t]
dogged British pluck which is beyond all Sl
praise, fliey went on, and, once having got p
to the base, they gained a certain amount! y
of shelter, though they were subjected to js
a severe cross-fire from kopjes to right ami! a
left. i w
"In expatiating on the difficulty of the y.

task which confronted the Grenadiers 11 ti
uuii i, w isii to lutiumn/je tue severity or we m
iighl In? which fell to the rest. The posi- d
tion was an almost impregnable one. and t
wherever your allotted place might be yon g
had a perfect liail of bullets. Our losses! a
took place mostly in the rush over the last
300 yards in the open. 11

"In addition to casualties by fair play I f<
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j Scenes and Incidents i
The Boers have captured two British fc

ley, after a hard-fought battle. The upper
of these little outposts. The- upper right
cealed themselves behind rocks when Metb t
waited until the British were at close ra
picture depicts one of the most unfortu n
officers and men were killed through bein g
own artillery.

f
m sorry to say there were several by that
loriible trick of showing the white flag
ml then shooting the men wilo show!
hemselves in answer to it. A Boer ex-j
libited a white flag, and Lieutenants C.
Villard and Burton, of the Coldstreams,
iscloeed themselves and advanced toward;
linn He shot tlie first named in the aria
nd tlie latter in the head, killing him. I
in glad to say this assassin.for you can
lub him nothing else.is a prisoner in our
lands.
"On the .left part of the position, where
he Northampton^ were 'Stationed, a white
lag was hoisted. Oar men showed them-j
elves, among them at fhe moment haj»
lening to be Mr. Knlglw. of the Morning
'ost. No sooner did they show than a!
mart fire was turned on them, Severely
founding Mr. Knight, the officer of the
ompany, and a private. Such, tricks mad-,
en the men, and I shall he sorry for the!
'oers whom our follows get into with the
ayonet. They'll pay off some old scores,
ml the bill is running up.

Slaughter of Officers.
"When we liad gained the first floor, so!
0 speak, the Boers had retired to the up-
efc ridge on the sky-line, and from there
oured a heavy fire on us below them. The
h>rthumberland Fusiliers, who had already!
ustained severe loss in officers this earn-J
align, were destined to 'he again sufferers,
1 regiment up Ito the highest standard of!
afantry, always ready for any work.'
aiigue or otherwise, that is allotted them,
rith an active service recorded such as few!
an claim, they had at the commencement
f the campaign as officers a group of gen-j
lemon typical of everything best, in the!
!n£Iisli eharaeter»-of line physique an if]
ownright good fellows in every way, gen-j
ral favorites with their brother soldiers*]
hroughout the camp. Of this original!
roup very few remain uninjured, and we!
ave hardly begun ilie war. They will
eeii be difficult to replace.
"Having gained our lirst position, it wasj
nly a matter of time before we could
limb the second, for the Boer, though lie<
ill cling very tight to his original stand,
nee you move him, is inclined to keep
oing and make poor tight afterward, .So'
galloped off to the right tiank, where a

[juaurou 01 me -muiu auu. uiunugum s

torse had gone forward, and got into posi.011to out oft' 4110 Boer retreat.

A Retreating Genius.
"We galloped out about twelve miles, in
lie open plain, but never a Boer did we;
?e. There was cavalry also on the left
auk.the same fate was in store for theniJ
Whatever we may think of the Boer, there
no doubt he is an absolute master in the

rt of retreating. You scale a position, as'
re did, with 3,000 Boers in it, and though
qu put them to precipitate flight and cap-j
are their laager and ammunition, as we1
id.they left everything behind.they yet
lsappear like phantoms In the dark. In!
nro iand threes they retire as soon as things
et too warm, and you never see them
gain.
"The cavalry got back to camp at 5 p.

i., having started at 3 a. in..a long day
jr horses. .We found, that the Infantry
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n Some Hot Fights.
irts near Kuruman. northwest of Kimborlefthand picture is a photograph of one
hand picture shows how the Boers conlenadvanced north of the Modder River,
nge and then slaughtered them. The lower
ate incidents of the war. when several
mistaken for Boers and tired on by their

had been back in camp since 1 p. m. Now
came the awful part of war.going round
and inquiring who among your friends wasi
killed or wounded. Our casualty list was'
very heavy (226). and I .am afraid the Boer;
loss was not very considerable. Probably
much the same as our own, but they have
a wonderful way of removing their dead;j
so you can make no estimate of their prob-1
able loss. The Grenadiers were the chief
sufferers, as was inevitable; but the Scots
Guards bad their share, and the North-1
umberlands' loss in officers was appalling.
I revisited the battlefield next, day and was
more than ever impressed with the great
work performed the day 'before."

A Master of Defence.
After telling how they biouvac-ed for the

night the correspondent goes on to describe
the finding of the enemy at 5:30 a. m. the
following day:
"He was occupying a beautiful position;

indeed, his knack of choosing fine defensive
positions is wonderful. There was a horseshoeof kopjes, some five or six small Gl- jbraltars surrounding a high platform. The
guns came into action and started bombardingthe kopjes. As we shelled one they
moved into the next, till wc came to one
which they held on to. They also brought
a heavy artillery fire to bear, which was
extremely well served.
"The Lancers and Kimingtou's Horse had

meantime been reconnoitring on the right,
and came under a heavy fire, but escaped
with the loss of a few horses and some
slight casualties. After a bombardment jlasting two hours the Naval Brigade and
Ninth Brigade were deployed and advanced
against the centre kopje, now held in considerableforce by the enemy. There was
no question of skirmishing for cover; our
men had to advance over the open veldt,
an occasional ant heap being the only
shelter.
"A tremendous fire was poured into them.

Luckily khaki is very difficult to see in the
grass, but over sucb ground our loss was
bound to be considerable. Meu were fall-
lug iu all directions, but particularly in tile
ranks of the Naval Brigade, who occupied
the centre of the line, and so faced the!
kopje. On their left were the risortliuiu-
berlands and Xorthaaaptons; on their right
thd Lancashires and Yorkshires. The lat-1
ter were subjected to a severe lire from
the Boer artillery and had to edge in a1
nine iu Liiiiir it*n.

Officers Are Reckless.
"The Naval Brigade, bluejackets and ma-

rines, filled to the briiu with that courage1
for which the navy is so famous, scorned
the Idea of taking too much care of them-,
selves, the officers In particular showing!
themselves with reckless courage in the!
hail of bullets that I could see strike the
ground all round them, and, with, rushjafter rush, rapidly gained the kopje.
"Here ft knowledge of climbing ame In

useful, for in ascending the k' oje afterwardI found I had to use b ,ds as well
as knees to gel up at all. Once the base
was reached, filled as our i en were with
the determination to ge* io the top, it
was only a question of br h to get
which was soon accompJ bed. the
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Brigade being closely followed by the
Yorkshires and Lanoashires.
"Instances of heroism are superfluous

when every one was a ihero, but Lieutenant
Tones, It. M. L. I., was especially conspicuous.Severely wounded when crossing the
leadly flat, he yet led his men up the tremendousclimb.
"As we neared the top, the Boers retired

before the bayonet could get a chance. We
enfiladed the next kopje, which was stronglyheld, and considerable loss was inflicted
on the Boers, who hastily retired. 1 afterwardcounted forty-five dead horses there.
Boers were now in full retreat in a!] directions,and our guns poured shell after
shell into them as they went, but again.,
in most masterly fashion, they evaded all
our efforts to cut off their retreat. The
cavalry pursued them, but whenever they
approached a kopje they came under heavy
fire.

Horses Dead Beat.
"Pursuit under these conditions by cavalryalone is impossible. If supported by

horse artillery they could clear the kopjes
and possibly get past into the enemy, but
we have no horse artillery, although the
cavalry reg'ments have to perform all the
reconnoitring duties and still be ready to

pursue. The result is that, their horses
are now dead beat, but still the work must
be done. Fortunately, we are in a horse
country and hope to be able to replace
casualties. We have lost ever fifty animals
since leaving Orange River."
And his opinion of the Boer as a man

may bo gathered from the following paragraph:
"Once more we have had examples of

the treacherous character of the Boer.
Captain Campbell am) Captain Lord DouglasConapton, of the Ninth Lancers, went to
examine a position during the fight. They
saw a single man, who beckoned to them
to approacn. mis tney aia, ana wnen

within fifty yards of him he up with Irs
rifle and shot Campbell's horse dead.
Campbell jumped up behind Lord Douglas,
and they galloped away, a second shot goingthrough Campbell's pouch.
"This morning three officers' patrols went

out to reconnoitre. Lieutenant Gordon
Stirling, Ninth Lancers, with three men,
came across a farm, from which some

women came out to him. He approached
the building, and when close up a smart
fire was opened on him. He twas shot
through the arm, while one man was killed
ana anotner severely wuuuueu.

The Daily Mall publishes the following
excerpt from a letter sent home by Lieutenant-P. G. Stirling. First Kind's Royal
Rifles, describing the attack on Talana Hill:
"Then an awful part happened. Our

artillery, mistaking us for Boers, began firingon us. Colonel Gunning (commander
of the Rifles), who was just below me,
stood up and yelled out, "Stop that firing.'These jvcre the last words I heard
him speak, but I believe his hist words
were, 'Remember you are Riflemen.' Of
course we could not stand our men firing
on us. so retired over the wall safely. 1
saw Nugent had been badly wounded, and
heino- iiciWd over bv some men, so I took
him over. When we got over the wall the
scene was terrible. Three of our officers
shot within live yards of one another,
Pechell and Taylor dead, Boultbee wounded
in tlie groin."

Difficulty of Transport.
The correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette,writing from ISstcourt, November

17, makes this comment on the difficulties
that beset General Buller in his advance
to the relief of Ladysmith:
"It would be well if people would bear

1n mind what transport means when they
talk of General Buller in Pretoria by January.Let them imagine the piles of food,
blankets, tents and the other necessaries
of bare life in Africa. Again, let them
consider the difficulties/ of transport;
bridges blown up, permanent-way disabled,
dependence on untrained mules and worse

than untrained drivers. All these things
must be taken :into consideration before
criticising too strongly.
The Daily Chronicle prints a letter from

Private E. Dunne, of the Grenadier Guards,
writing from Orauge Iliver. November 18,
which suggests that this particular

has a Htroug sensed'
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bility of the British public. He says:
"The prisoners seemed struck with us.

ivt- are not tne Doys tney naa oeen toiu
we were. They thought we were a lot of
boys and did not want to fight, and were
crying to go home. We have a novel way!
of catching their scouts. AVe have some
ostriches tied to a rope on the hills, and
we get Just over the crest: of course, they!
see the birds and they think there is no one
about till we have secured them."

Humors of the War.
The campaign has its humors, too, as is

shown by the following bits from a Daily
Telegraph correspondent's letter:

"1 went out on a long reconnoissanee to
the north with a friend on Monday. We
took an orderly with us, and with loaded
revolvers started off at 9:45. It was the
first peep into the enemy's country that
has been made, and gave me rather a good
feci. We rode along the railway, spying all
round very carefully as we went.
"Came to a farmhouse after going about

four miles. Saw some pigs outside, so
1 houglit it must 'be inhabited. Drew re-?
volvers and cocked them. The orderly, my
friend, and 1 advanced on opposite twdes.,
Saw no one; so, with bated breath, dis
mounted and knocked at the door, saying:
'Who's in?" No answer: so pushed open
the dear, while my friend covered my advancewith his revolver. Walked into a!
dark room, heard a grunt, and fell ever

J another pig. This completely unnerved.
both of us, so we retired, having found,
nothing.

» *

"The Northumberland FusileersO in their;
intrenched camp, about half a mile from
here^had a picket of three men posted 5tk>jyards out. This picket, iu the dark, sawi
|something advance, challenged it. received1
lie run1V M.i fivoil T",ie (tlin.r cfill cl.-nne..,;
I. "

*> they fired again. The alarm,' of course,
sounded, an'd was taken up in all the other
cauips.
"In our camp, at the time of the alarm,

we had got a patrol out to go and see what
were thought to be lights in a kopje a
little way off. They turned out to be fire
flies, and the Fusileers' enemy to be mules."

They Want Cigarettes.
Major H. Capel-Cure, of the Gloucester|shire Regiment, writing on November 1 to'

his brother, Francis Capel-Cure, from his
quarters as a prisoner in Pretoria, says:
"The Boers seem inclined to treat us

well, but keep us prisoners, and don't al-!
low us out on parole, which is hard lines.
Tney say they will forward letters and tel-1
egrams, out or course they read tue letters
first. They say also that they will give us

letters if they arrive, so address them to
Pretoria, via Delagoa Bay. But bear in
miud that your letters will be read before
being delivered to me; likewise mine to you;
so one can but talk of one's health and
business matters, if any. Don't send me

'any parcels except condensed foods and
perhaps small quantities of tobacco and
cigarettes."
Writing on November 4. he says:
"I am well and strong, and tliey do their

be^t to look after us here. Yesterday they
gave us all a shirt, pair of socks, towel,
pajamas and a couple of blankets, also
soup, candles and matches.an things sorely
vwifiioO w.i l.oiii hniiii mAi'iiil nff tli,, rn. i.

course and brought down into a good bfiild!iug. which used to be a uatioual school,
and here wo have bedsteads.a luxury.and
live eight or nine in a room.

SIR EDWIN ARNOLD
ON LORD ROBERTS.;

Sir Edwin Arnold writes the followingpersonal sketch of Field Marshal
Lord Roberts for the London Daily
Telegraph'
"The chronicle of our good and gallant

field marshal is one of unbroken military
good fortune. In addition to countless
OTiier qualities or toe penecc warriur in*

possesses that, which Napoleon demanded
from his generals.good luck. Perhaps that
Is only another name for the foresight.
vigilance, invention anc. resource which
Fortune is wont to follow, but the briefest
glance at the services of Lord Roberts
'shows a triumphant career, which in itself
explains.apart front * is personal gifts,the intense faith W d in him b.v tt
army at large. uuremporariejj.
"As a #" officer in th
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life; witness that
gained him the
alluded to in the
note in his 'Fort.v
when a snapping-ca^ c

spared the precious ex.

who was to serve brill
subsequent c&mpalgus.

He Learned to C
As Assistant Quartermas

in Abyssinia and in the Lohelearned to marshal and
As commander of the Kura
the outset of the Afghan
began to handle them, and t
charge of the British forces
frontier in those dark days to.
with the massacre of our Erubas.
bul. He was occupying that turbu
during 1879-80. when Ayoob Khan i

Burrows at Maiwand.a situation t<
more serious than can result from t
porary success of the Boers.
Who does not remember how P

broke away' from Cabul with 9,000
marched them with superb command
the wild country to Kandahar, erne

after three silent and strenuous wee)
grapple triumphantly with Ayoob, ai
restore the prestige of our flag? In
he was named to succeed Sir George <
in Xatai, but peace was unfortunately
eluded ere he could arrive, or the prt
troubles would, perhaps, not be upon

His Last Campaign.
In 1886 Lord Roberts successfully led \

Burmese Expedition, and closed his Orient
career as Commander-in-Chief of the Ii
dlan Army, having been, as a subordinat
officer beforehand, twenty-(three times men

tioned in dispatches, and eight times publiclythanked by the Viceroy or the Comnjander-ln-Chief.
Created a peer in 1892 under the title of

Lord Roberts, of Kandahar and Waterford,
be received ti e baton of field marshal in
1895. and has been a familiar and popular
figure since at home, notably on irhe occasionof the Queen's Jubilee, when "Bo

upon his white Indian Arab, under the i
4-i C't Dnu'V' vi .1 /iltanrnH tn O
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by the people at large, who love and ti

him as much as his owu soldiers, and Fii
to a man are heart and soul believers 4
the "little gunner" who never Jodb a battle.
To those who. like myself, have the honor

and pleasure of his friendship it will be
well known that the spiendid martial recordof the Field Marshal accounts but partiallyfor his boundless popularity with the
troops. The deeper secret lies in his personality,where the strongest virtues of the
soldier blend with the simplest and most

sterling qualities of the faultless gentlemanand faithful comrade.
I shall never forget a happy morning

which I passed in his company riding round
the walls of Delhi, at the siege of which,
in 183<, he had assisted as a subaltern in
the artillery.

Reminiscences of 1857.
Sir Frederick Roberts, as he was then

called, commanded in 3885 the Northern
Division of the Army of Delhi, and after
breakfast in the headquarters tent 1 had ^
the privilege of visiting with him the
chief spots of interest in the memorable
siege. As I have written in my "India Revisited:"

Sir Frederick Roberts was riding OTer from his
camp to survey (lie scene of the forthcoming movements,and kindly explained the nature of those
siege operations in which he bore part as a subalternin 1857. So dense is now the forest-like
growth of mango, tamarind and acacia trees around
the walls that a visitor is at first puzzled to com-

I/reiiena now me .oriusii ^uiinere cutua jxjssiLwy
liave sighted the bastions which they desired to re-

ducc. But the General makes it all clear by telling
us that the besieging force sent parties out each
night to fell all the trees within a belt of six liuudredyards form the walls, and he points to a curtain.still a mass of ruin, "which we peppered nigh?
and day." And then he adds: "I am pitched at
present, with my headquarters canap, on the precisespot which I occupied in 1857 in my littie
tent." The whole history of the period lay con- H
densed in that sentence, and the explanation of it
was to be had in the fearless valor illustrated by
those low twin r_rches of the Kashmir Gate.
There Is nothing he is afraid of on earth

or sea.except a black cat, which L«tfe6
Roberts cannot abide.
With such a general and such soldiers a4

he will command a happy finish will surely
COme lO Iiiib uusiui'b^, iut* jjrrsem srtivuij

ueaft of which seems orer-emphaslzed.
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